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The Jack Erler Award 
 
 
The Jack Erler Award is given for outstanding contributions to organized camping, as exemplified by Jack 
Erler’s long-time contributions to Maine Summer Camps. It is presented to individuals, groups, or 
organizations that may or may not be members of Maine Summer Camps, to recognize exceptional support of 
Maine Summer Camps. 
 
The award recipient will be chosen by the Maine Summer Camps Awards Committee. The award will be 
granted only upon determination of an appropriate candidate 
 
Jack Erler’s commitment to Maine youth camping has extended throughout his 50-year career as an attorney, 
collaborator, and advocate. His contributions date back decades, perhaps marked first by his invaluable role in 
1974 in working with Maine’s Department of Health and Human Services to draft the original youth camp 
rules. Since then, he has been instrumental in each substantive revision of those rules. For more than 35 years 
Jack represented camps in the breadth and depth of their operations, including issues related to children, 
employment, health and safety, regulatory compliance, organizational structure, land use, environmental 
issues, taxes, transactions, and transition planning. He has been a familiar face at hundreds of staff training 
sessions, offering vital education to support camps in operating safe, professional, compassionate 
programming. 
 
His legislative and policy impact has also been vast, evidenced by a rich continuity of knowledge and decades 
of truly understanding Maine youth camps. A passionate advocate as well, Jack Erler’s broad and expert 
influence has made Maine camps the industry leader throughout the U.S. This award represents Maine 
Summer Camps’ heartfelt respect, admiration, and appreciation for Jack Erler’s talent, humility, commitment, 
and invaluable contributions to Maine’s youth camping industry.  
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The Maine Youth Camping Foundation dba Maine Summer Camps 
Maine Summer Camps is a membership organization for camp directors, staff, parents and supporters of 
camping and outdoor adventure programs for children and youth. It is dedicated to quality youth camping 
experiences for children of all ages from all parts of the world. 
 
The Foundation also provides education and training programs for both professional and volunteer leaders of 
the more than 200 camps in Maine. It conducts a Junior Maine Guide program in cooperation with the Maine 
State Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. Foundation leaders provide counsel and support in the 
development of a State of Maine Program for Trip Leader Training and Certification. 
 
Membership dues, along with contributions and grants provide the resources for the programs of the 
Foundation. The organization is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation. Volunteers, under the leadership of an 
elected board of directors, conduct programs and activities of the foundation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maine Summer Camps 
P.O. Box 1861, Portland, Maine 04104 
Phone: 207-518-9557 
Email: camps@mainecamps.org 
Web: www.mainecamps.org 
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